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„N T was the noble Advice of Demoſtbenes 
c the Citizens of Athens, together with 
« 1 che Cauſe of the Republic to aſſume the 
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Magnanimity of the Republic. 

In taking up the Pen for the People of 
England, let it then become me, to write with as much 
Spirit as our Forefathers fought: Let me be allowed 
to forget that I am an Individual, and endeavour to 
ſpeak with the Voice of the Common-WealtLn. 

If there is any Spark of our antient Virtue re- 
maining, I ſhall not only find Indulgence, but com- 
mand Attention: I do not ſtand forth to urge any 
Intereſt of my own; in all I have to ſay, every 
Engliſhman is as much concerned as myſelf. The 
Criſis affects all alike, and if all were but awakened 
to the ſame Senſe of it, what is now, with fo much 
Reaſon, our Terror, might poſſibly be made the Meat:s 
of our Preſervation. 
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Salus Populi ſuprema Lex, is not only a trite and 
true Maxim, but the very Baſis of all juſt Govern- 
ment : In a moſt particular Manner it is the Baſis, nay 
the only B.fis of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. 
Whatever might be the Fact, we all know the Pretence 
of the Revolution, was to redrefi the Grievance of the 
Delivered, and not to gratify the Ambition of the De- 
liverer : And when the Ad of Settlement took Place, 


the only Compliment thereby made to the Houſe of 
Fizmcocr, was, the National Bclief, that under thoſe 


Princes, 6::1r, our Liberties could be ſafe. 


As, th aefore, it was not for the Sake of one Man, 


or one Family, but the «whole People, that this Tranſ- 
fer was made of the Crown of England, it is Demon- 
| ſtrably our Right, it is indiſpenſibly our Duty, to ſee 
that the Conditions are fulfilled; and to inſiſt, that 
our own Act and Deed ſnould operate to our own Uſe 
and Advantage; as it is not to be queſtioned, but his 
preſent moit gracious Majelty | believes it does, and 
intends it ſhould. 

Let it be remembred, on our Side, * the ſaid Act 
of Settlement was an Act of Grace, that the Houſe of 
Hancver had neither Services to urge by way of Plea 
for ſuch a magnificent Boon, nor Power to exact it: 
And not only lo, but that we made, of our own Ac- 


cord, feveral large Abatements in the original Terms 


on which they were to receive and enjoy it : Nay 
more; that ſince the Acceſſion, we have ſcarce denied 
any one Thing which hath been aſked of us; Laws, 
Men, Money, i in whatever Proportion, or of whatever 
Kind: Had the two Princes of this Houſe been Lords 
of the Soil, inſtead of Stewards for the People, they 
could not have levied larger Fines, or received a more 
uareſerved Homage. On a Principle of Gratitude, 
therrfore, as well as Juſtice, every Act of State, or 
M-afure of Government, ought to be calculated, purely 
and fimply, for the Goop of the PEOPLE. 


Un- 
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Unluckily, the venerable Maxim before quoted, 
is ſubject to a Miniſterial, as well as a Popular Inter- 
pretation; and hath often been made the Pretence for 
ſquandering the Subſtance, , ſuperſeding all the 
Rights and Privileges of the Commonwealth. For 
our Goop we have been loaded with Taxes and Ex- 
ciſes; for our Goop we have been hamſtrur g with pe- 


nal Laus; for our Goop we have been bridled with 


Standing Armies; for our Goop the Public Debts are 


like to be made perpetual; for our Goon we have 
been the Bubbles of every State in Europe ; for our 
Goop both the Purſe and Sword have been left at the 
| Diſcretion of the Prince; and for our Goop we have 


been deprived of the Benefit of the Habeas-Corpus Act, 
which is the ſole Fence of the Subject againſt the Power 


of the Crown. 


Thus our own Artillery hath been turned upon ue, 
and the very Principle upon which we grounded our 


Preſervation, hath been made the Means of our Un- 


doing. = 5 
What a wretched Situation muſt that Country be in, 
which hath Reaſon to confider its own Miniſters as E- 


nemies, and which cannot guard againſt Dangers from 


abroad, without running the Riſque of being enflaved 
at home? And yet ſo oddly have we been circum- 


ſtanced, that in flying from imaginary Miſchieſs, we 7 


have ſeldom or never failed to ruſh upon real ones. 
We are, at this Inſtant, allarmed with the old mini- 
terial Cry, of France and the Pretender; of Armies 


and Tranſports, incog, at Dunkirk ; of invincible Ar- 


madas from Breſt, of diſaffeFed Perſons among our- 
ſelves, &c. in conſequence of which a Panic hath 
ſeized upon the Ct, the P— y-Beacons have 


been fired, double Care hath been taken of the Tower, 


and all our Land Forces, except Two or Three Regi- 
ments, have been moſt politicly ordered up into the 
Neighbourhood of this Capital, by way of providing, 
no doubt, for the Security of our Coaſts. | 


? Now 
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Now theſe dreadful Tidings are either true or falſe. 
If true; how will our all-ſufficient Stateſman excuſe 
himſelf for having treated France as a contemptible 
Power, from which ſo litttle was to be feared, that 
we had nothing to do, but to draw the Sword, and 
carve out its Dominions into what Shreds and Fritters 
we pleaſed ? Where was the Intelligence which ought 


to be the Fruit of all thoſe mighty Sums which are 


ſaid to be annally expended in ſecret Services? How 


can he keep himſelf in Countenance for having embroi- 


led us in his raſh and ridiculous Meaſures abroad, and 
thereby drawn upon us this ſhocking Inſult at home? 
And what Hope can he entertain of conquering other 


Nations, when he betrays ſuch Apprehenſions for, 


and Jealouſies of, our own? 


If falſe, what infinite Reaſon have we either to de. 
ſpiſe or diſtruſt his Conduct, beyond Meaſure ? To de- 


 ſpiſe it, if he has play'd the Bully, when conſcious he 
was a Coward ; if he has taken Windmills for Ships, 
Flocks of Sheep for Armies, and ſcattered Terrors 
through the Kingdom, which have no better Founda- 
tion than his own Diſtempered Dreams? And to di- 
ſtruſt it, if he hath propagated an Account of Dangers 
which he knows have no Exiſtence; if he hath ſtig- 
matized the People with a Brand which he knows they 


do not deſerve, and graſps at Powers, which he knows 


the Public Neceſſities do not call for. 


Bu in dutiful Deference to the great Authority, 


which hath been ed upon this Occaſion, I will not 
here preſume, but that every Tittle of the Advice, 
we have been favoured with, was then believed to be 
indiſputable Matter of Fact. 5 
That the French were able to put a formi 


till the very Inſtant, almoſt, of their Sailing, we were 


ignorant alike of their Strength and their Preparations, 


ſeems to be highly probable ; that we came to the 
Knowledge, at laſt, by Accident, I believe nobody 


dable 
Squadron of Ships to Sea, is now ſelf-evident ; that 
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makes any doubt: That we were in no Condition to 
receive them, in Caſe they had made any immediate 
Attempt upon us, will likewiſe admit of Demonſtra- 
tion: And conſequently we were indeed expos'd to a 
Danger, which was the more ſurprizing, becauſe ſo 
little ſuſpected. 

But how came we to be at once ſo unguarded 


and fo ſecure? We knew we had proverd France, 


though we had not been able to burt her: And the 


Affair of Dettingen might have convinc'd us, that ſhe 
_ + would not ſtand upon Ceremonies when Revenge was in 
| her Power. - | 


If, therefore, we have Reaſon to be alarm'd, if 
there is a Neceſſity to ſtrengthen the Hands of the 
Government, it is neceſſary alſo to enquire how we 
came to be ſo expos'd, and at whoſe Door the Fault 


ought to be lay'd. Nor is it of more Conſequence 


to the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment to provide againſt 


the Deſigns of its Enemies, than to detect the 


Blunders, Neglects, and, perhaps, Treacheries of its 
Servants. VER = : 3 

But granting we had Reaſon to expect an Invaſion, 
I can't ſee what Reaſon we had to fear it. I re- 
memember in the annual Debate on the Standing Ar- 
my, the ſtanding Topic of thoſe in Power, to ſhew 
the Neceſſity of it, was the Poſſibility of a ſudden 
Attempt of that Nature, and the Impoſſibility of re- 
pulſing an Enemy, without the Aſſiſtance of diſciplin'd 
Troops: Seventeen thouſand odd hundred Men, were 


then held ſufficient for that Purpoſe ; or otherwiſe it is 


plain, we were impog'd upon: And theſe Troops were 
kept up for ſome other Purpoſe, which would not bear 
an Acknowledgement. 

But, inſtead of 17,000, we have ſtill between 
20 and 30,000 at Home, including Marines, on the 
Britiſh Eſtabliſhment z we have a L1sT of Men of War 
that ſeems to ſet the Maritime Force of all Europe at 
Defiance ; his Majeſty has all the Powers over the 


MI- 


HE 
Mir1T14a, which our Forefathers were fo extremely 
j-alous of, and once actually wreſted out of the Hands 
of the Crown ; the two Houles are both fitting, and 
both moſt loyally diſpob'd to make a Sacrifice of their 
Lives and Fortunes in his Service; the City of London 
makes a Declaration to the fame Purpoſe ; and, no 
doubt, the Example will be follow'd by all the Co 
tions, great and ſmall, thro* the Nation. „ 
I ſay, again, therefore, what Reaſon was there 
to fear an Invaſion ? Is not this whole Kingdom 
able to defend itſelf againſt ſuch a Handful of In- 
waders, as a Dozen or Two of wretched Tranſports 
can waft over? Can we not be preſerv'd without 
the Help of fix Thouſand Foreigners? If not, why 
do we undertake the Protection of Hungary and Sar-. 
dinia? And if more Forces are ſtill wanting, why 
do we not recall our own ? Self-preſervation is the 
firſt Law of Nature as well as Policy, and none but 4 
Lunatic would part with the Sword, which was ne- 
ceſſary ſor his own Delence. © ; 
But Diſaſſection -For ſhame! Where is it to 
be found? We ſee the Executive and Legiſlative 
Power fo cloſely united, that one Spirit ſeems to ani- 
mate both: And for the Body of the People, let 
their own Addreſſes anſwer for them. 
Therefore, if Diſaffefion Inrks any where, it is 
in the Company of thoſe who made the Cry; and 
they ought to be oblig'd to produce their Vouchers, 
tor caſting this foul Aſperſion upon their Fellow- 
Subjects. 3 
Had they, indeed, made uſe of the Word Diſ- 
tis/afion, they had been guilty of no Impropriety : 
I Difſatifyd we have long been, and I have my Eye 
on certain noble Perſons, who, but very lately, thought 
we had ſufficient Reaſons to juſtify us, not only for 
being ſo, but for avowing it : And if we are to be 
ęroſcribd and ſabdu'd becauſe we are diſſatisfied, . 
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will not anſwer that, in the End, we ſhall not be- 
come diſſaſſe ed too. 

But Diſſatisfaftion, or the expreſſing DiffatisfaFion, 
is ſo far from being a Crime, that it is one ot the 
fundamental Privileges of the free People of Exglaud. 
Every Body knows, that, antiently, the Redreſs of 
Grievances was the principal Buſineſs of Parliament; 
and if Grievances are not declai'd, ſurely they can- 
not be redreſgd, . | 

Now, it is notorious, that we have complained of 
Grievances, without Intermiſſion, for many a long 
Year paſt ; nay, that the ſaid noble Perſons once made 
it their Glory to be the Mouth of che People ; and can 
any one of them pretend to fay that any of thoſe Griev- 
ances have been remov*d ? Oa the contrary, have not 
they themſelves added Weight to all they found ? And 
is there any Reaſon that we ſhould carry double now, 


when we have their own Evidence, that our Backs 


were almoſt broken before? 5 
Diſtreſſes are to Governments, what Grievances 
are to the People: And nothing is ſo delicate as 


the Feeling of Courts at thoſe Times, tho' it is fo 


numb'd and dead at all other: When, therefore, the 
firſt made their Demands, the laſt ſhou'd prefer their 


Petitions 3 and both Grievances and Diſtreſſes ſhould 


be removed together. Ry 

And this is not only the Dictate of Juſtice but 
Policy; for, wherever there is Fear, their is Weak- 
neſs ; and where there is no Oppreſſion, there is no 
Room for Fear. There is more Sccurity in the 


Hearts and Affections of the People, than the united 


Influence of the Sword and Purſe: Nor can a Go- 

vernment wear an Aſpect more alarming to the Sub- 

ject, than when it chuſes to depend ſolely on the one, 

and apparently diſdains and deſpiſes the other : When 

inſtead of ſeeking out Means to remove Diſcontents, 

it aims only at the Power of making them n 
B 
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ani aff-&s to number among its Enemies all thoſe who 
reſolve not to be Slaves. 
In ſuch a State, the Rumour of an Invaſion would 
excite neither Terror nor Abborrence ; for the People 
would be in the Condition of the Ass in the Fable, 
who, being urg*d by his Maſter to mend his Pace, 
becauſe the Enemy was at band, repiv d, Am not 
ready to fink under my Burden? What can I 
ſuffer more? 9 
Let us thank Gad that this Ass is not as yet, the 
Type of Old England? 


d. 
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(= Days paſt, have almoſt anſwered the De- | 
= icription which is given of the Athenians, | 1 
8. in the Acts of the Apoſtles, who are there | a 
ſaid, to have ſpent their Time in nothing elſe, but either = 
tie telling or hearing ſome ſtrange Things. News, 
News, News, hath been our perperual Enquiry : And 
al Converfation hath been engroſſed by Curioſity on 
one Side, and Rumour on the other. . 
The Criſis, I muſt own, is an alarming one: No 

Courtier can entertain a worſe Opinion of a French Re- 
vo'ution than I ; nor would the moſt forward and zea- 
lour of our Addreſſors be more ſincerely pleaſed with 
th2 glad Tidings, that the Impromptu-Squadron under | 
Sir Fehn Norris had reſcued us from our Fears as well | 
as from our Dangers. 

But, I muſt own likewiſe, that T am not more afraid 
of Miſchiefs from abroad, than of a Surrender at | 
home : The governing without Parliaments, the car- 
rying all Things with a high Hand, is not the only 
Way, by which a Nation may be ruined. There is 

a Complaifance which, though made current with the 
Stamp of Loyalty, is not Sterling. There is a Can- 
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[ xx ] 
dour, which may prove as fatal to us, as Cæſar's Vir- 
tues did to Rome. Our firſt Obligations are to our 
Country, for whoſe Sake our very Kings are made; 
and if we ſhould ever complement away our Li- 


| berties, what will be left us worth preferviry ? 


The many Checks upon the Royal Power which are 
inwove in our Conſtitution, are the main Ingredients 
of its Happineſs : And, conſequently, if we Qouid 
ever remove, or even ſuſpend thoſe Checks, we ſuſpend 
or remove its Happineſs likewiſe. 

Every Body knows with what extreme Facility, we 


have been induced to make Conceſſions to the Crown ; 


and the Experiences of both paſt and preſent Times, 


ſufficiently evidence how hard and difficult it is, ei- 
ther to make a Reſumption, or extort the ſmalleſt 
Grace from the Crown to the People. 


A Nation is never ſo much in Danger from a foreign 
Enemy, as when its own Grandees lead it to the Altar, 
and the only Diſpute is, who ſhall have the Fees of 
the Sacrifice, = 5 
But when ſuch ſhould be demonſtrably the Fact, 
with what Face could any Man contend, for extin- 
guiſhing that rational and laudable Jealouſy which is 
the Baſis of Liberty; or for placing any where an un- 
reſerved Confidence; or for ſwallowing Informations, 
delivered in a Tone of Voice how big ſoecver, if un- 


ſupported with clear and concluſive Evidence. 


B 2 In 


* Mz. Trenchard, in the Che of his Aucument againſt a Standing 


2 publiſhed firſt in the Reign of King William, has the following 
a F. 


© But if there are any Gentlemen among ſt them, who think we can 
no otheraviſe expreſs our Gratitude, but bv ſi;nins and ſealing our 
* own Ruin, I hope wwe ſhall diſappoint their Eæpectations, and not gi de 
* the World Occafion to tell fo foolifſe a Story of us, as that are turned ro 
© Grass one of the moſt powerful Monarchs in the World, for breeking 
* our Laws: That ave maintained an eicht Years War, at the Ex- 
Pence of forty Millions of Money, and the Blood of three bundred 
* thouſand Men, to juſtify the gloricus Action we have dine; that by 
: 2 preſerved all Europe beſides, and Los r ouR own LIBEA“ 
© Tins.* | 
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In England, when extraordinary Aids, or extraor- 
dinary Powers, became neceſſary for the Safety of the 
Commonwealth, it uſed to be the Cuſtom, t 
with the Demand, to give in the Facts and Reaſons 
on which it was founded. f 

Even ſo low down in our Annals, as the Reign of 

uzen Anne, when Preparations were known to be 
making at Dunttirꝶ for an Invaſion of this Kingdom, 
in Behalf of the Pretender, the PRoors of the Fact 
were communicated, TOGETHER with the MESsSAOR, 
by which it was made public by Authority. 
It is true, we have not always been treated with the 
ſame Ceremony fince : For in the Year 1726, his late 
Majeſty was pleaſed to declare, That he had received 
Informations from different Parts, on which he could 
entirely depend, that the placing the Pretender upon the 
Throne of this Kingdom, was one of the ſecret Ar- 


——_ - of the fecret Engagements, (then ſuppoſed to ME 
"be made} Te. 1 


But though this Information was given by the King 
himſclf, Youchers were called for by thoſe who were 
then proud of being thought the Friends of the People; 
and, for want of them, the whole Story was not only 
treated as Romantic, but the very Project of an Inva- 
ſion reproſnted as impracticable, without the Help of 
Captain GULLIiVER'S FLOATING ISLAND : And the 
State-Uudertaker of thoſe Times, who rarely wanted ei- 
ther Cunning or Confidence, had no other Recourſe, 
than to parry the Thruſt, by a bold A ſſertion, That 
the Authorities in Queſtion, were in the K----'s own 
Hands. 1 

The Difficulty was thus ſhifted from the Servant to 
the Maſter, who, *tis certain, thought himſelf us'd ſo 
unworthily upon this Occaſion, that, he deſigned, 
upon his Return from Abroad, to put his Affairs into 
other Hands : But Death prevented his righteous Pur- 
poſe : And to theſe differeat Informations, which were 
10 entirely depended on, remain a Secret to this ws "M 
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Thus it is pretty clear, that in all theſe critical 
Caſes, we have a Right to the cleareſt Informations, 
(nay this is acknowledged even by the Author of the 
famous Enquiry, publiſhed in 1727.) becauſe we are 
liable to be deceived, and, conſequently to be Sufferers 


for our Credulity. | 

But, moſt fatally for us, there are Times, when the 
Rights of the People ſeem to weigh no more than the 
Duſt of the Ballance, when put in the Scale againſt 


the Convenience of a Court, or an Adminiſtration : 


And when the Rights of the People are manifeſtly 
treated with Contempt, would it not to be downright 
Phrenzy in ſome, and. in others, to ſacri- 


fice all Things to the Diſtreſſes of a Government, 


without the leaſt Stipulation in Favour of the Go- 


vern'd? 


Paſt Experience, T remember, when the ſettling the 
preſent Civil Lift was under Deliberation, was intro- - 


duced as an infallible Arbiter in Behalf of the Eſta- 


bliſhment : And in Defiance of Common Senſe, ſhall 
it ſtand but for a Cypher, when call'd upon to bear 


Evidence for the Commonwealth ? 


But let us enter more circumſtantially into the grand 
Queſtion, at preſent, before us, which I will do with 
all the Decency and Moderation in my Power ; for, 
though I am moſt tenderly and warmly concern'd for 
the Intereſt, Honour, and Liberty of Old England, 
I would not be underſtood to ſhew the leaſt Counte- 


_ nance to thoſe, (if any ſuch there be) who lie in wait 


to throw us into Confuſion. 

The Story of a great Miniſter's being frighten'd 
out of his Wits, upon the Receipt of a Penny-poſ 
Letter, very juſtly excited the Ridicule and Laugh- 
ter of the Public: And, in my humble Opinion, a 
State of the Aſpen Kind, which trembles with every 
I hiſper, preſents an Image to the full as ridiculous 


A 


and contemptible. 
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A Government ſhould be ſuppos'd incapable of 
Fear, and guarded againſt every Danger; and when 
it calls out for Help, the Alarm, both according to 
Reaſon and Precedent, ſhould be accompany'd with a 
Demonſtrarion, that fuch Help was neceſſary ; and 
likewiſe with ſuch A#s of Grace and Goodneſs as 


might heal all Diviſions, by rooting out every Cauſe 


of Diſcontent. 
But we have liv'd to ſee quite other Maxims fol- 


low'd : Terrors from Abroad, have been coupled with 


the Reproach of Diſaffection at Home upon the 
Strength of which, Demands have been made and 
comply'd with implicitly, even without any one Paper- 
Evidence to keep them in Countenance. 

And even in our preſent Caſe, is it not a little 


remarkable, that ſuch Vouchers as have heen commu- 


ricated, relate to Facts and Circumſtances which hap- 
pen'd after the firſt Intelligence was given, and the 
firſt Demand was made ? 


But of what Kind are theſe Vouchers? And FD 


Light do they reflect on the preſent Political Chaos? 
Why theſe Vouchers, it ſeems, are the Affidavit 

of a certain Maſter of a Packet, lately arriv'd from 
Calais, and the Copies of two Diſpatches from our 
Reſident at Paris. 


And firſt of the Afidavit, which conſiſis of what 


the ſaid Maſter heard and ſaw. 

What he heard was to this Effect, That an Army of 
15,000 Foot and Dragoons was embark'd, and em- 
barking at Dunkirk, in order to be landed, as ſome 
| ſaid, in Keut, and, as others, in Scotland. That the 
Dragoons Were equipp'd with their Bridles and Sad- 
dies only, That between twenty and thirty Tranſ- 
ports, together with ſeven or eight little Men of War, 
lay ready 1 to receive this Army; and that Count Saxe 
was gone from Calais to take upon him the Command. 
Ius 15 what he REARD, 


What 
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What he ſaw, was, Imprimis, One young Man of 
about twenty-four Years of Age, who was /aid to 


be the Pretender's Son, and was publickly calbd the 


CHEVALIER. 

Item, Another young Man, who was ſaid to be Bra- 
ther to the Firſt. 

Note, He could not get a di int View of the Face 
of this ſame doughty Chevalier, which makes it the 
more extraordinary, that he was fo well able to gu-'s 


at his Age. And note. farther, that a Jate circum- 


ſtantial Gazette expreſly declares, his Brother was 
left behind. 3 T7 

The Diſpatches of our Miniſter conſiſt of a Repre- 
ſentation made by him to the Court of France, ac- 


_ cording to Order, in Relation to what his Majzfly 


had beard of the Pretender”s Son being arriv'd in that 
Kingdom; as alſo, that his Majeſty did not doubt, 
but, upon this ſaid Miniſter's Repreſentations, this 


Perſon would not only be oblig'd to retire out of 


France, if he was actually in ir, but that his mcſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty would alſo fu'fill his Engagements, 
Sc. And the French Anſwer, or rather no Anſwer 
thereto z which ſignified, That, when the King of 
England ſhall have caus'd Satisfaction to be given upon 
the repeated Complaints that have been made to him, 
of the Infractions of thoſe very Treaties, of which he 
now demands the Performance, his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 


zeſty will then explain himſelf upon the Demand, then 


made by the ſaid Miniſter. 


The Sum Total amounts to this, That his Ma- 
jeſty has heard the Pretender's Son is in France: 
That it is ſaid he is at Calais: And that it is the 
Talk of that Place, that Kent or Scotland is to be in- 
vaded by 15,000 Men, in two Dozen of Tranſports 
from Dunkirk. 


And is this to be held undoubted Intelligence? Is 


this a ſufficient Warrant for propagating ſo dread- 


ful 
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ful an Alarm, even before this undoubted Intelli- 
gence was receiv*d ? Doth this afford a rational Pre- | 
tence for Augmentation upon Augmentation, for Ex- 
pence upon Expence, and for calling in a Band of 
foreign Auxiliaries, without a previous Application to 
Parliament into the Bargain; whom we muſt pay for 
defending us, even while we ſupport an Army for 
defending them? The Voice of Authority aſſures us 
it doth ; and implicit Faith muſt pave the Way for 

implicit Obedience. 3 
This, however, it ought to be again obſerved, 
was but our ſecond Intelligence; our firſt, on 
which the Alarm was originally founded, has ne- 
ver been communicated at all: Which is ſo much 
the more to be wonder'd at, becauſe our State= |} 
MasTERrs then aſſur'd us, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, 
that the whole French Fleet was actually at Dun- | 
kirk ; and ſome People are ſo hardy to aſſert, | 


in Contradiction, that there was, at that Time, 
but one Frigate in that Port, with about ſeven, 
or, according to others, twelve or fourteen Mer- 
chant Ships. 3 3 
Beſides, there ſeems to be a material Defect in the 
Papers we have already been favour'd with 
For whatever Proof they afford of a projected Inva- 
ſion, they are totally ſilent upon the Head of Di. 
affection And ſince the Time when that hideous World 
was brought into Play, it is well known, that a 
certain Perſon, who paſſes for a great Miniſter, hath 
declar'd in the moſt open and public Manner, That 
Facobitiſm was at its laſt Gaſp; that it was worn 
almoſt to a Shadow ; and that it was on the very 
Point of Annihilation. Ss 
It may be urg'd, perhaps, that if Evidence of this 
Sort has not already occurr'd, it very ſpeedily may. 
—— That the Cry is rais'd : That the Game is put 
up: That the Toils are ſet, c. N 


TE, 
I anſwer : It is fit the Guilty ſhould ſuffer. But 
upon theſe Occaſions, I cannot help trembling for the 


Innocent. 

Upon the whole, though no Body is more fincere- 
ly attached to the preſent happy Eſtabliſh ment than 
myſelf, I cannot ſuffer the Raptures of my Loyalty 


to ruh away with my Underſtanding ; and, there- 


fore I take the Liberty to declare a ſecond Time, 


— Criminal Complaiſance, againſt deftruttive Can- 
F 9 


It is now Self. evident, our Miniſters have not the 


leaſt Grounds to complain of the People; who have 
purg*d themſelves in the moſt effectual Manner, from 
all the Slanders, which the ſcribbling Proſtitutes of the 
Age have thrown upon them: What we have to ex- 
pe then, is for our Miniſters ſo to behave, as that the 
People may no longer have any Cauſe to complain 
of them: As we have remov'd their Diſtreſſes, let 
them remove our Grievances ; and then mutual Con- 


, fidence will take place of mutual Jealouſies. But if 


it appears, we are ſtill to have no Returns; if we 


are both to perform all and endure all, our Appre- 


henſions of Danger from Abroad, will ſoon evaniſh, 
and we ſhall attend only to the Means of obtaining 


Redreſs at Home. 


I ſhall conclude in the Words of that great 


Champion for Liberty and the Revolution, the Lord 


Delamere. 


* That if through the Adminiſtration of thoſe who 
© are truſted with the executive Power, or by any 
other Means, my Liberty ſhall become PpRECA- 
* RIOUS, I will then be for any other Form of Go- 
© vernment, under which my Liberty and Property 
may be more SECURE, and TILL THEN, 1 don't 

* deſire to CHANGE,” 
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Ia but Yeſterday, as it were, that Ad- 
FY 1 dreſſes were ſolicited all over the Kingdom, 
in Honour of the Wonders of Dettingen, 
and the happy Termination of a Com- 
paign which had prov'd fo glorious to the Allies, by 
7 driving the French out of Germany, and the brav- 
ing them on their own Frontier: And to Day, ac- 
cording to Butler's humorous Expreſſion, =» 
ile that, Cer while, was great as Ceſar, 
Is now reduc'd to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Our Laurels are already wither d, our Hearts die 
within us, and Lives and Fortunes are the only Cor- 
dial that can keep us from giving up the Ghoſt. 
Thus, as upon a Demiſe of the Crown, our At 
reſſors pay their Court with Grief in one Hand, 
and 


Joy in the other ; they now reverſe that Prac- 
tice, and complement with Joy in one Hand, and 
Grief in the other. . N 

How melancholy, how mortifying a Change? And 
how plainly does it indicate, that either our 
Panic, or late Triumph, had but a very ſlender Fou 
dation? 5 1 

' Let us purſue this Reflection a little farther. 

It is not much above a Year, ſince we were told 
by our Politicians of the firſt Rank, that France was 
ſo exhauſted and empoveriſh'd by her late Exploits, 
that we might, not only with Safety, unde to 


draw her Teeth and pare her Nails, but with Cer- 

tainty of Succeſs in the Operation 
Upon this Principle, which was urg'd with that 
diftatoreal Air, which will not admit of Difputation, 
which cannot bear Contradiftion, we neglected = | 
| 60: 


— — 
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their expreſs 
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People's War, which theſe very Politiclans, had once 
'd with as much Zeal, as if the very Being 


of the Nation depended on it, and madly embroi'd 


ourſelves in a Land-war on the Continent ; not onl 
without the Concurrence of tlie Dutch, but agai 
Inclination ; and in Contempt of the Gof: 
pel Queries, Whether with Ten Thouſand, we could 
Twenty Thouſand ? Or whether, when we had 
form'd our political Plan, our Caſh would hold out 


to finiſh the Edifice? 


1 the then Undertaker, in St. S——; 
I, was pleaſed to declare, That, nl the 
Pore co-operated, we ought to withdraw our F orces, 
and intrench ourſelves within our Iſland : But his Cre- 
dit faded with his Power, and as little Trace remain'd 
of his as of his Virtue. 
Our Ideas became form more elevated, our Pro- 


jets more extenſive, and our Expectations more 


From Schemes of barely humbling France. 
we flatter'd ourſelves with a Notion of conquering 
France. The Splendours of Agincourt, Creſſy, and 


| Poiffiers, to ſay nothing of Malplaquet, Ramellies, 
and Blenheim, were in Imagination already eclips'd, 
and Fancy preſented a ſecond French Monarch in Chains 


at our Feet. 

Dunkirk was the leaſt of our ideal Conqueſts, 

Alſace and Lorrain were held ſuch trifling Spoils 28 
to be ſcarce worth picking up: Even Paris itſelf 
was expected to yield to our victorious Arms; and 
Wagers were advertis'd, that before the Summer was 
out, our Triumphs at Rheims, would equal Altianger's 
at Babilon. 
Nor were we content with all theſe rapid Succeſſes 
on this Side of the Aps, our Influence was to be 
prov'd as great, and our Genius as invincible on the 
other : The Two Sicilies, at leaſt, were to reward the 
Queen of Hungary for the generous Sacrifice _ 
at our Inſtance, ſhe had made of Silefia : 
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as no one Frenchman was to find , his Way home 
from Prague, ſo no one Spaniard was to make his 
Eſcape out of [tahy. 

Well, agreeable to theſe lofty Conceptions, we 
embark'd our own Troops, I ſhould fay a Part of 
them, we hir'd Mercenaries; and then, as if Mo- 
deration was the true Heroiſm, we not only ſpar'd 
poor, helpleſs France, now ſuppos'd to be at our 
Mercy, but march'd into Germany; though with as 
much Politeneſs, as if a Gentleman-Uſher had been 
our Commander in Chief : Inſtead of levying Con- 
tributions, we paid our Money for all we wanted; 
we gave the Emperor to underſtand, he had nothing 
to apprehend from us ; and when the French made 
their Approaches (who, it was thought, we were in 
Queſt of, with a pious Deſign to divert them from 
any longer waſting their Wealth, and throwing 
away their Lives, in the remoteſt Parts of the Em- 
pire) we moſt prudently retreated ; that it might not 
be faid, That we were the Aggreſſorss © 

Unfortunately, indeed, the French were to the full 
as Rude as we were Complaiſant, and reſolv'd to do 
in Earneft, what we had only dream'd of doing. In 
ſhort, they hunted us into the Toils; we made 2 
Shift to break through; and had the Addreſs to turn 
an Eſcape into a Victory. = 

But here again a new Fit of Moderation got hold 
of us: We could not bear to ſhed the Blood even of 
an Enemy; nor would be prevail'd on to make the 
moſt of an Advantage, which, like Honour to Fa. 
ſtaff, came thus unloot d for. | 

However, though we ſhew'd all this Compaſſion 
Abroad, we were not, as yet, in the Humour to ſhew 
any at home. Tho' we triumph'd over France, our 
Contributions, as it was foretold in this Paper, were 
to be rais'd Here. Thus the Succeſs, which was ow- 
ing to Providence only and the Intrepidity of our 
Troops, our Miniſters modeſtly arrogated to _ 

elves 
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ſelves. It was a Proof of the Rectitude of their 


Meaſures ; of the Superiority of their Underſtanding : 

Of the Almightineſs of Great Britain, and the Debi- 
lity of France: And to put all this our of Doubr, 
they reſolv d to purſue their hopeful Projects with- 
out the Aſſiſtance, ſcarce the Countenance of our 
Allies; and, in a Manner, to place the whole Bur- 
den of the War upon ourſelves: Nay, ſo highly did 
they preſume on their own Abilities, and ſuch a 
thorough Contempt did they manifeſt for the Power 
of France, that they took upon them to canton out 
Laß, after their own Pleaſure, as they had done 
the Dominions of formerly: And provided they 
continued to have the Wealth and Strength of England, 
at their Devotion, they ſeem'd to be under no Pain 
for any other Event. 1 

But however tame and tractable they found their 
Fellow- Subjects, France rous d herſelf, when it was 
leaſt expected, and in a Manner they dreaded moſt: 
The immediate Conſequence of which was, that their 
Dream vaniſh*d, their Bubble broke, and in the firſt 
Tranſports of their Terror and Diſtraction, the grand 
Secret eſcap'd, that France was ſtill mighty enough to 
be fill formidable; and that, inſtead of reſcuing other 
Nations out of her dreadful Hand, they thought their 

utmoſt Efforts would ſcarce provide for the Security 
of their own. 5 
Poor England, which was ſafe and fearleſs in the late 
War, with leſs than 10,000 diſciplin'd Troops, when 
Dankirk was in all its Pride and Glory, under their 
Adminiſtration, trembled with the bare Rumour of an 
intended Invaſion, tho at that very Inſtant guarded 
with above 25,000. 

No, not theſe 25000, nor the new Levies they 
had it in their Power to raiſe, nor the additional Help 
which they might have had from the MIL Ir 1A, nor 
the near Neighbourhood of our victorious Army in 
rs, were now, it ſeems, held ſufficient for our 

Pre- 
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Preſervation, without the Aſſiſtance of Sm Troy 
SAND Dur ce. ; : 

If any Perſons are curious to know why we choſe 
to rely on theſe Dutch Auxiliaries, rather than our 


| own gallant Troops, who diſtinguiſhed themſelves fo 


gloriouſly at Dettingen ?, Let them aſk that Man who, 
a few Years ſtifled the Enquiry into the 22 
Dunkirk, who would not ſuffer it to be call'd a Pox r, 
in Contradiction to the Evidence of our own Cuſtom- 


= houſe Authorities, and to whoſe Account chiefly, the 


preſent exorbitant Power of France is to be plac'd; 
and he ſhall have the prodigious Aſſurance to tell 
them, That theſe gallant Troops of ours, were fo 
ſtung with the Inſults and Injuries they had 


that they were not to be r Rus r ED with the Defence 
of their own Country. 


It happen'd, however, that the Situation of theſe 


the Invaſion which was ſo grievouſly apprehended: 


For it is ſcarce poſſible to make ſuch a Diſpoſition of 
our Forces on Shore, if they were ever ſo numerous, 
as to hinder an Enemy from Landing, who has the 
free Uſe of the Sea: But an Embarkation from O 
tend might have almoſt kept Pace with an Embarka- 


tion from Dunkirk ; and might have held the fame 


Courſe : So that the ſame Port which had re- 


ceiv'd the Invader, had likewiſe receiv'd the Deliver- 


er. A Diſcovery, which our great Politicians ſeem, 
at laſt, to have made: For, it is now faid, That Ten 


| Battalions of thoſe Forces are order'd to hold them- 


ſelves in Readineſs to embark ; and that a certain 
Number of Tranſports have been diſpatch'd to wait 
their Motions. | 


Now this very Circumſtance alone is ſufficient to 


ſhake the Credit of the Invaſion. The Miniſters of 
France are not very famous for raſh Meaſures ; and 


had received 
from the H———2s, and ſo exaſperated with the 
Proſpect of being kept under yet another Campaign, 


—— 
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inſtead of our Reaſon; and have madly 
Extreme to another. From having our Heads filled 


vour, by all p 
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though it is get they might have made one deſpe- 


rate Puſh by way of Surprize, it it not very probable. 


For it is notorious, they would have received no Coun- 
tenance here : On the contrary, they would have had 
the whole Nation to combat with ; and what a Figure 

15,000 of the beſt Troops in Europe would have made 
in ſuch an Attempt, let common Senſe declare. Be- 


| fides, are we not as YET Maſters of the Sea? Could not 


we have inſtantly cut off their Communication with the 


— Continent? Could not we have poured in what Troops 
we pleaſed, and where we pleaſed, from abroad ? And 


tly, could ever any one of theſe bold Inua- 


ders have returned, to give an Account of the Recep- 
tion they had met with? 


But we have been apparently directed by our Fears, 
run from one 


with idle Notions of Fance, we can now 
dream of nothing but of being conquered by France; 
and by ſhewing an apparent Diſtruſt of the People, 
we betray a Conſciouſneſs of having given them very 


ſenſible Proyocations. 


There is, beſides, as much Abſurdity, as Timi- 


dity in our Behaviour: For having inſulted and bully'd 


this ty Neighbour of ours, and the —— 
— 4 a State of actual War, te il under 
the Cover of a nominal Peace, it ſeems never to have 
once enter d into our Thoughts, that the French would 
make the moſt of their preſent Situation, and endea- 
lible Means, to diſtreſs both us and 
ing once ſeen their Backs turn'd on 


our Allies: 


Germany, we concluded all fafe on this Side, and that 
their laſt Game would be the Preſervation of [aly 


from the Treaty 


of Worms; which we ſuppos'd, at 
the ſame Time, was entirely out of their Power. 
How ſtrange a Conceit! To ſuppoſe that ſo wiſe 
2 Court would endeavour to act where only it would 
the moſt difficult for them to ſucceed ? How rea- 


lonable, 
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ſonable, on the contrary, to expect, that they would 
immediately change their Meaſures, and remove the 
Seat of War to a Country, at once more tender, and 
acceſſible ; where Conqueſts may be made, and, I'm 
afraid, may be held; at leaſt, till an Opportunity of- 
fers to reſtore them, in Exchange for ſuch other 
Places as will ſerve to gratify their Allies ? 

We already ſee, that, weak and exhauſted as France 


has been repreſented, ſhe is not in a Humour to fit 
down tamely and quietly, while the Houſe of Bourbon 
is driven out of ahh. Why, therefore, may we not 


. conceive that all the Bref and Dunkirk Preparations, 
were but a Feint to draw our Attention one way, 


while they made a vigorous Puſh another? Hath * 


not this Feint already operated in a very natural, and 
_ notable Manner? Hath it not effectually open'd our 
Eyes with Reſpect to the ſuppos d deplorable Condi- 


tion of that enterprizing Kingdom? Hath it not, and 


will it not affect our public Credit; at leaſt with Re- 
ſpe& to the Cheapneſs of raiſing Money? Hath it 
not frighten'd our Merchants, and thereby embarraſs d 
and perplex d, if not put a Stop to our Trade? Doth 


it not leave the Sea open to Privateers of all Sorts, 
and the Communication free between Spain and the 
Indies? Doth it not give the Spaniards Opportunity to 


make a ſecond Embarkation, and ſend it, like the 
Firſt, under the Convoy of four Men of War only, 
to ah? Doth it not hinder us from ſupplying Ad- 
miral Matthews with Victuals, Stores, c. which he 
hath ſo long wanted, and with the firſt of which, it is 
faid, he is provided but for this preſent month of 


March only? Suppoſing him, therefore, to be victo- 


rious, would not he be obliged to quit his Station not- 
withſtanding, and leave Italy expoſed to the Pleaſure 
of the Enemy ? Doth it not haraſs and bewilder both 
our Troops and our Meaſures at home ? Doth it not 
prevent us from ſending over that vaſt Number of 
Kecruits which are neceſſary to compleat our 8 


a 
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Laws are as neceſſary for the Security of our happy 
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abroad? Doth it not ſhock and confound our Allies? 


Doth ĩt not, in a Manner, deprive them of our Aſſiſtance, 
ſince it appears we now ſtand in need of our whole 
Strength, for our own Preſervation ? Doth it not, 
therefore, ſquare in every Article with the Views of 


France, if directed againſt the Barrier ? Is there 


not good Reaſon to be afraid of ſome ſuch Deſign ? 
Have they not filled all the Garrifon Towns, on that 


Side, with Troops? Have they not already provided 


vaſt Magazines of dry Forage ? Have we, or our Al- 
hes made any Proviſions of that Nature ? Are not 
moſt of the Fortifications, upon the Auſtrian Side, in 


the moſt deplorable Condition? Are not they almoſt 
deſtitute of Ordnance, Gunners, Sc. In ſhorr, if the 
| French take the Field as early, as tis to be feared they 
| may, what can hinder them from being Maſters of the 
| richeſt Towns in Flanders, before the Allies can give 
them any material Interruption? - 


Upon the whole, though I am: infinitely concerned 


do find that all the Miſchiefs, which every true Eng- 


liſbhman foreſaw and foretold, are now ready to burſt 
upon us, I have not expoſed the Nakedneſs of my 


_— try only to deride it: As we are involved in a 


French War, it is incumbent on us to act as wiſely 


and vigourouſly as we can for our own Preſervation. 
Iwiſh we were as able, as we are willing; I wiſh our 
Strength was equal to our Spirit: And that we had not 


wantonly and unneceſſarily ſquandered away that mighty 
Maſs of Vyecalth, which, if properly employed, had 


made us both the Envy and Terror of the World. 


However, as we are like to ſmart for our Extrava- 


gance, and can no longer diſguiſe the Miſchiefs it 


hath brought upon us; I hope that Experience, 
which is even a Tutor to Fools, will prompt us to 
guard againſt the like profligate Meaſures for the Time 


do come. 


Every body muſt be ſenſible, that certain popular 


Con- 
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Conſtitution againſt the Encroachments of our Mai. 
fters, as Men and Money, for the Defence of the 


preſent happy Efabliſhment againſt the Deſigns of the 


French. 

Let us then unite in obtaining the #7, as well as 
granting the /aff. Let us prove ourſelves equally goud 
Subjects and Lovers of our Country. And let us de- 
pens upon it, that, if we let flip this Opportunity, 
we ſhall never be favoured with ſuch another. 
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RED / NON, with Galle, with ridiculous Pre- 


| 2 down the Bulwarks of their Safety, in or- 

aer to give Admittance to the Machine 
= ch was pregnant with their Deſtruction. 
—batalis aſcendit machina Muros. 

Yet a Laoccon was tound honeſt and bold enough to 
call out to his Countrymen, Equo ne credite ; which, 
literally tranſlated, is, believe not the Horſe. Laocoot 
was devoured by Serpents, and a certain Writer may, 
one Time or other, be ſnapt up by Greyhounds ; but 
he ſhall fall, at leaſt, with the Honour of having 
ſtood by his Principles, while he could ſtand, and of 
putting his Countrymen upon their Guard againſt the 
Horſe, "before they feel the Deſtruction that is con- 
cealed in his Belly. 

Could Regulus, when in Carthaginian Fetters, alt 
the Part of a Roman; and ſhall a Conſtitutional Wr- 
ter, though under M Hatches, decline that of an 
Engliſhman ? If the Carthaginians found no Quarter 
from him; ſhall *** from me? No! Laocoon like, | 
will once more dart my Spear into the Belly of the 
'Horſe;, who knows, feeble as it is, whether it may not 


Tas tences, preſuaded the Trojans to break | 


an neee 
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wound ſome Greek, who now lurks for the Deſtruction 
of our Troy ? | 
The preſent Behaviour of the People of Euglund is 


ſo ſtrong a Proof of their Loyalty, that, I. dare fay, 


there cannot be a Wretch Proſtitute enough to affirm 
that our preſumptuous Enemies (however they have 


| flattered themſelves) have received any Encourage- 


ment from our Diſpoſitions. If we are threatened with 
Danger it can proceed from no Party, from no 
Faction, from no handful (for one or two ' miſſed, 
infatuated Men, if any fuch there be, don't deſerve 
even that Appellation) of the People here. It muſt 
therefore proceed from foreign Enemies who, fatally 


J hope for themſelves, have been miſtaken in their 


Calculations, who have wrongfully thought that the 


political Thermometer of Euglaud had riſen to Diſ- 


affection, when, in reality, it never exceeded the 
Bounds of reſpectful, dutiful, cautious, conſtitutional, 
nay loyal Diſſatisfaction. As a Champion therefore 
in Behalf of the People of England, I throw down 
the Gage; I challenge the niceſt, the ſtricteſt Inquiſi- 


| tor to produce ten Men in England whom we can ſup- 
| Poſe to be on the Side of a Pretender; who can have 
now no other Title but that of Conqueſt, and who, 
with that Title, would be the abſolute Maſter of the 


ory the Fortunes, the Laws and Liberties of Eu- 
gland. 

But alaſs! the Meaſure of this Country's Miſery ne- 
ver can be compleat till it is viſited with the Plague 
of a Pror. Virtue may be Proof againſt Corruption; 
Courage may quell Violence, Abilities may reQitfy 
Blunders, but 2 Prot is an Evil againſt which there 
is no Remedy. While a Plot is in Agitation our 
Safety lies in being 4iſarmed ; our Loyalty conſiſts in 
a Suſpenſion of our Liberty; and the future Security of 
our Government can only be provided for by a tempo- 
rary Death of the Conſtitution. This is an Evil not 


peculiar to this Country; the fame Cate happened 


D 2 always 
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always in Rome; whenever ſhe was curſed with a 
Miniſter who had a Genius for plotting, down went 
all the Bulwarks of public Liberty, and the Govern- 
ment : Perhaps one Man——perhaps the very Man 
who had cooked up the Plot——received an Order 
to take Care, that the Republic ſhould receive no De- 


triment. Caveret ne quid detrimenti Reſpublica cape- 


ret, Theſe few Words contained a Suſpenſion of 
their Habeas Corpus Act; but like a ſtrong Medicine 
they at laſt wore out the Conſtitution, becauſe too of- 
ten repeated by bold and ignorant Quacks, 

Who can think of the gallant Lord Rz//el, who 
fell a Sacrifice to an imaginary Plot, without drop- 


ping a Tear. — That he who was fit to rouze the 
Lyon in his Den, ſhould be worry'd to Death by 


Greyhounds in their Kennel? Can a Man read the 


Hiſtory of ſuch Times as thoſe without aſking within 
| himſelf what became then of the Spirit of the Nation? 
This Queſtion may be eaſily reſolved ; it was loſt, 
it was abſorbed in courtly Compliances : Public Dan- 
ger was pretended, and however ridiculous the Pre- 


tence was, yet no Man thought himſelf ſafe to expoſe, 


far jeſs to 9ppoſe it. The Man who had aQed ſuch 


a Part would have incurred Suſpicion of being himſelf 
a Party; therefore Jealouſy of his own Character made 
every Min at leaſt paſſive, amidſt all the illegal, the 
criminal Violences carry*d on; and even Conſciouſneſs 


Juuscence became but too often the Milive of Com- 


pliauce. From this Tenderneſs, in Favour of Go- 
vernment, the Nation towards the latter End of King 
Chariais Reign, received ſurprizing Impreſſions of 
the Deſigns of the Country Party. All Oppoſition 
was branded with the Name of Faction; the People 
funk in a Lethargy, till they were awak'd out of it 
by the Frer.zy of King James; and at laſt the wile, 


the honeſt Part, aſter ſuffering long for the Shadow, 


took Refuge in the Subſtance. 
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In almoſt all the former Periods of our Hiſtory, 


even in Times the beſt affected to the reigning 


Princes, fome, however few, were found either thro? 
Madneſs, Principle, or Ambition, ready to enter into 
actual Plots, Conſpiracies, nay Rebellions. But what 
was the Fort, what was the Criterion of thoſe who 
were in the late Oppoſition and are now in the M----- ? 
What was the Characteriſtic they aſſumed ?—— Was 
it not, that there has not been for theſe dozen of 
Years ten Facobites in the Kingdom ? Can we forget 
with what Zeal they labour'd to prove, that the 
Strength of the late Miniſtry lay in thoſe Countries 
where Papiſts, and formerly reputed Zacobites had the 
greateſt Intereſt? That the Hopes of the Pretender 


were too effectually cruſhed for his Followers ever 


again to hold up their Heads? And that no People 
ever were known to be ſo unanimous in any one Point, 


as the People of England are in deteſting, in explod- 
ing all Facobite Principles and Affections? The pre- 


ſent Juncture proves they reaſoned rightly: So unre- 
ſerved an Opinion has the People of his Majeſty's 
Virtues, that they have made him a Tender of their 
Purſes, their Lives, nay their Liberties.—!] ſay 
their Liberties, the laſt Thing a true Engliſhman ever 
will part with. - In ſhort, the great, the mighty 


Debt which this Nation owed to his Majeſty's perſo- 


nal Virtues is now paid, The Habeas Corpus Act 
is ſuſpended ſuſpended at a Time when the Peo- 
ple of England ſeem to have but one Voice, and that 
to pronounce the ſtrongeſt, the fulleſt, the moſt ſub- 


ſtantial Aſſurances of ſupporting the Houſe of Hano- 


ver; when they ſeem to have but one Eye, and that 
directed to watch over their Prince's Safety 
when they ſeem to have but one Purſe, and that open 
to his Wants (if it be poſſible for a King ſo beloved, 
ſo ſupported, ſo ſupplyed, to want for any thing)— 
when they ſeem to — but one Affection, and that 


center'd in Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſiun in his 
Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Perſon and Family——when appear 
to — but one Fear, and that, leſt one ＋ ap- 
pear more backward than another in Expreſſions, in 
Demonſtrations of Loyalty when they ſeem to 
have but one Hope, and that of defeating every vain, 
every preſumptuous Attempt in Favour of an abjured 
Pretender; in ſhort, while it may be faid of his 
Majeſty, were he to appear in Public, as is ſaid of 
Henry the IVth in Shakeſpear, 


You would have thought the very Windows ſpake, 
So many greedy Looks of Old and Young, 
 Thro Caſements darted their defiring Eyes 
Upon bis Viſage ; and that all the Walls 
With painted Imag*ry, had ſaid at once, 
Jzsv preſerve thee. 


I fay, amidft all this Effuſion, this Flood of public 
Affection in Favour of his Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 
vernment, The Habeas Corpus Act is ſuſpended : 
The People have been willing to give his Majeſty this 
convincing Proof of their Zeal, rather than to create 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs in his Royal Breaſt, with regard 


to the Security which the Forms of our Conſtitution 


afford to poſſible Offenders. By this Readineſs they 
have proved, to all the World, that it was not they 
who have encouraged the Enemies of our Government : 
And yet Encouragement they have had : Encourage- 
ment from the ſcandalous, the avowed, the protected 
Inſolence of our own cowardly Mercenaries En- 
couragement from the Diſappointment of the People's 
juſt Hopes But hold ——T have forgot what I juſt 
now memioned, The Habeas Corpus Act it ſuſpended. 
However I will venture to put up one Petition, and 
that is, May Confuſion cover thoſe, who, by their 
Folly, their Violence, and Treachery, have given 
Encouragement to the Enemies of our Conſtitution 
thus to inſult us! 


1 
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I ſhall now conclude with a little, harmleſs Story 


from an old Mytbologiſt, which I hope will not be 


thought out of Seaſon, becauſe I hope the Public will 
think with me, that it is introduc'd without any man- 


ner of Meaning. 


A Fellow who had once the Charge of a Flock of 
„ called out, be Wolf! the Wolf! Upon which 
all the People round came very readily to him, and 


addreſt bim to accept of their Services; but he laughed 
and told them, that he only did it to try them; for that 


really he neither ſaw nor was afraid of the /; Polf.. The 


Fellow, either through Wantonneſs, or his own cow- 
ardly Apprehenſions, repea 


ted the ſame Trick, and the 
People who were again ready to aſſiſt him, again found 


themſelves impoſed upon. However, two Days af- 
ter the Wolf actually did invade his Fold, and * 
a conſiderable Havock among his Sheep 5 but their 


bawPd his Lungs out for Aſſiſtance; for the 
People, having been tricked ſo often before, would 


not believe him again; ſo even left his "_— and him 
to the Mercy of the Wolf. 
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